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1. Overall Description:

3GPP SA5 would like to thank Broadband Forum for including us in their response to GSMA liaison NEST_59_004 on ‘GST and Cooperation with industry partners and GSMA for the work on the ‘Generic Slice Template’ document. 

3GPP SA5 would like to inform Broadband Forum and GSMA about the relevant information in the 3GPP specifications 28.530, 28.531 and 28.541.

Starting from Rel-15 TS 28.530 – clause 3.1 (http://www.3gpp.org/ftp//Specs/archive/28_series/28.530/) defines a ‘network slice subnet’ as “a representation of the management aspects of a set of Managed Functions and the required resources (e.g. compute, storage and networking resources)”. Based on this definition, a network slice is an exposed network slice subnet, where a network slice subnet itself is a recursive combination of network slice subnets and managed functions.

Starting from Rel-15 TS 28.531 – clause 7.9 (http://www.3gpp.org/ftp//Specs/archive/28_series/28.531/) defines procedures of coordination with a Transport Network (TN) Manager to handle the TN part supporting network slicing.

Starting from Rel-15 TS 28.541 – clause 6.2.1 (http://www.3gpp.org/ftp//Specs/archive/28_series/28.541/) provides the information model related to network slice and network slice subnet.
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Network slice NRM containment/naming relationship
3GPP SA5 plans to enhance the ServiceProfile data type to ensure that relevant attributes of the GSMA GST/NEST are reflected in it. The SliceProfile data type contains the translation of the ServiceProfile attributes for the particular instance of the NetworkSliceSubnet. The TN requirements are in turn derived/translated from the SliceProfile and, in case of interactions with NFV MANO as TN manager (or as TN manager proxy), captured in the NSD of the NetworkService instance corresponding to the NetworkSliceSubnet instance.
The case of interaction between a 3GPP Management System and BBF-specified TN Management System has not been captured in the TS 28.531 clause 7.9 yet. However, we do expect similar translation (GST/NEST -> ServiceProfile -> SliceProfile -> TN related requirements) to happen as well.

2. Actions:

To GSMA: Please consider the information included above in your work on Generic Slice Template and cooperation with other SDOs.
To BBF: Please consider the information included above in your work on support of Network Slicing and inform us whether you would like the TN coordination procedures in 3GPP TS 28.531 clause 7.9 to be extended with interactions between a 3GPP management system and a BBF-specified TN management system.
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